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Colleges offering Adult Special Education courses 

� Camosun College - School of Access - Adult Special Education's entry-level employment 

training programs are designed to create a learning environment where students can 

gain new skills and knowledge that will lead to improved employability and increased 

independence. 

� Capilano University Access to Work Experience - The ASE Programs offer a combination 

of classroom activities and practical work experience opportunities. The classroom 

component provides courses geared towards helping the student gain employment ready 

skills. The work experience component provides practical training opportunities in a 

variety of work settings. 

� Douglas College - Adult Special Education (ASE) - Programs are offered for people with 

special needs, or barriers to employment, at Douglas College. 

� Kwantlen College - Access Programs for People with Disabilities - Provides post-

secondary education for adults with various disabilities. This program will help students 

enhance their independence and employability skills. 

� • North Island College – Access for Students with Disabilities - Preparing people with 

disabilities for employment. 

� Northern Lights College - The Jet (Job, Education, and Training) Program is set up for 

students with special needs and is focussed on assisting students with making the 

transition to employment. Students need to be independently employable and have basic 

reading, writing and math skills. 

� Northwest Community College - Adult Special Education Workplace Skills Training is an 

employment exploration program with a unique focus and approach. The program is 

based on a developmental perspective and is committed to working with adults who have 

special learning needs. Students are prepared for the responsibilities of independent 

living, as well as the demands of entry-level employment. 

� Okanagan College offers programs for adults with special learning needs (personal and 

social development underlie all aspects of these programs). (Salmon Arm, Vernon, 

Kelowna, Penticton/Summerland) 

� Thompson Rivers University Williams Lake - The Workskills Training Program helps 

students develop specific job and job readiness skills and improve their functional 



reading, writing, math, and oral communication skills. The program is individualized to 

meet student needs and includes opportunities for work experience in the community. 

� Thompson Rivers University Kamloops - The Education and Workskills Training Program 

provides students with cognitive disabilities knowledge about future employment 

opportunities and training in a specific area. During the full-time, nine-month program 

students divide their time between classes, labs and work placements 

� Selkirk College - Adult Special Education Program - Castlegar and Nelson (Silver King) - 

both offer programs which are available students whose academic, social, emotional 

and/or cognitive skills and abilities require personal support and assistance in order for 

them to actively participate in a college setting. 

� University of the Fraser Valley - Workplace T.A.S.K. (Adult Special Education) - a full-

time program for students with disabilities. Program is now available at Mission, 

Abbotsford and Chilliwack campuses. 

� Vancouver Community College - Programs for Students with Disabilities - VCC offers 

programs designed specifically to meet the special needs of students, including those 

who are visually impaired or deaf/hard of hearing. Within a supportive environment, they 

provide opportunities for students to develop personal potential, increase self esteem, 

improve learning and life skills, and enhance employment opportunities. 

 

Other post secondary opportunities for students with special needs 

� STEPS Forward- Inclusive Post Secondary Education Society has a mandate to promote 

and support students with intellectual disabilities in inclusive post secondary education. 

So far STEPS Forward has: set up academic co-op projects with UBC and E.C.I. (Emily 

Carr Institute), worked with parents and community living organizations interested in 

setting up similar programs at local colleges and universities, partnered in setting up a 

provincial inclusive post-secondary education umbrella organization as a resource for 

other programs, parents, community organizations and staff and has a research site on 

inclusive post secondary education research in Canada and Internationally. 

 


